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A note from our
Artistic Director

The Brahms Academic Overture was written at the very
beginning of his career,  and set the foundations for the
amazing work he had yet to come. It  was written when he was
at university,  and he was bright and fresh,  and looking
forward.  

It ’s  so exciting,  and so important to showcase composers from
our country and also from our region. Elena Kats-Chernin is
such an important composer in Austral ia,  and we are lucky to
have her work available to us.  Even more exciting for us as
Albury/Wodongans is that we have our very own composer
growing here,  and it ’s  a privi lege to play Wil l iam Paffen’s
orchestral  work for you tonight.

This evening wil l  conclude with the iconic Enigma Variations
by Elgar.  A collection of work that showed, for him, the
strengths of his own friends,  is  so appropriate for us as we
showcase the strengths of our own community in a musical
way.  There are so many things to l isten out for in this work:
quirky bike riders;  enterprising innkeepers;  romantic
entanglements;  the strength that comes from an amazing
partnership.  There is much for the l istener to enjoy in this
work.  

Thank you so much for being here.  Without the audience,  the
orchestra is incomplete -  you are an essential  part of this
community too.  

Enjoy the concert!

Jessie Swan

Welcome to the launch concert
of the Albury Wodonga
Symphony Orchestra. This
launch event comes f rom years
of thinking about what a
community orchestra would
look like for this area. I  can’t
think of a better way to
introduce a new orchestra than
with the composers we have
collected for you today. 



KATS-CHERNIN
DANCE OF THE PAPER UMBRELLAS

PAFFEN
WALTZ OF THE BEES - WORLD PREMIERE!

BRAHMS 
ACADEMIC FESTIVAL

OVERTURE, OP.80

ELGAR
ENIGMA VARIATIONS, OP.36
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The history of the
Albury Wodonga

Symphony Orchestra
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Email ,  May 8,  2025.

Even more recently there existed an Albury Wodonga Symphony
Orchestra which initial ly rehearsed at Albury Public school and then
the old Albury High School Boys’  Hostel  on Guinea Street.  Members
of the orchestra carpeted and painted this space to make it  usable,
before it  became the Riverena Music Centre in 1979 under the
leadership of John Ross,  who was also one of its conductors.  Other
conductors included Kevin Wil l iams, Greg Lewis and Paul Tasker.
This orchestra was made up of a number of professional players,
amateur musicians,  and school-aged students.  We are honoured to
have some of its members performing with us today,  many of whom
remember Elena Kats-Chernin coming to workshop one of her own
pieces with them nearly 20 years ago. How poignant that we are
performing her music for you tonight.

In the words of local writer and historian Greg Ryan, “When Albury
was growing from a small  vi l lage to become a large regional centre,
l ive music played a crit ical  role in bringing people together. . . i t  is  not
unusual to read reports of many hundreds and sometimes a
thousand or more turning up to l isten to performances.”

The Albury Wodonga Symphony Orchestra hopes to nurture such
enthusiasm by creating joy through orchestral  music.

The Albury Wodonga Symphony
Orchestra is not the f irst orchestra of
its kind in this city. In 1857, there was a
German String Band and in the
following year, a German Harmonic
Society was formed with 25 members.

1899 saw the formation of the Albury
Grand Orchestra by Frederick Edward
Quintrell ,  and their f irst performance
with 30 performers was held at the
Mechanics Institute on June 28, 1899.
Jump ahead to the formation of the
Albury Symphony Orchestra (1960-1970),
a program of which you can see in the
picture (left) .

http://alburyhistory.org.au/
https://www.alburycity.nsw.gov.au/leisure/museum-and-libraries/exhibitions
https://alburyhistory.org.au/
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OUR NEXT CONCERT IS ON 
AUGUST 10 ,  2 .30PMT H

AT THE CUBE, WODONGA

WWW.AWSO.ORG.AU

Save the date

AWSO is thri l led that our next
concert wil l  be conducted by
one of Austral ia’s leading
maestros,  Fabian Russell .  With a
distinguished career spanning
decades,  Fabian is renowned for
his dynamic artistry and
inspiring leadership.  He has
conducted some of Austral ia 's
best ensembles including the
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra,
Sydney Symphony Orchestra,
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra,
Adelaide Symphony Orchestra,
the Austral ian National Academy
of Music Orchestra,  New Zealand
Symphony Orchestra National
Youth Orchestra,  Corpus
Medicorum, Austral ian Youth
Orchestra,  Victorian Opera,  and
The Orchestra Project .  Don’t
miss this incredible opportunity
to experience his bri l l iance with
the Albury Wodonga Symphony
Orchestra.  


